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TWO RARE MANUSCRIPTS 

This paper consists of brief notes, it is hoped useful, on the contents 
of two rare manuscripts in the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin. 

1 
An entry in Hajji Khalifa runs: 1 - 

Neither this work, nor its author, is mentioned in Brockelmann or, 
seemingly, elsewhere: the Majma* al-aqwdl ft ma^dni al-amthdl by 
Muhammad b. <Abd al-Rahman b. Abi'1-Baqa' <Abd Allah b. al- 
Husain al-'Ukbari. However, a copy, albeit sadly defective, has 
turned up in the Chester Beatty Library. 2 

The manuscript begins with a title-page which refers not to the 
text proper, but to a preliminary summary:- 

Ml 

ji -u* JLJ -oil l^j Jl jJuAl ^ (. Jli.^1 jL, J Jly^l *+£ v LzT JLi.1 cJ^j^] 

The title-page is inscribed by the same hand as that which wrote 
the remainder of the volume, i.e., very evidently that of the author 
himself, whose correct name, given incorrectly by Hajji Khalifa, 
can now be restored with certainty. He was clearly a grandson of an 
eminent polymath, Muhibb al-Din Abu '1-Baqa* c Abd Allah b. 
al-Husain b. Abi > 1-Baqa > al-'Ukbari al-Hanbali (538-616/1 134-1219). 3 
Of our author no trace appears in the usual sources; his floruit is, 
however, firmly established as 665/1267 in a colophon marking the 
end of the third volume of the work, on folio 141/?:- 



1 Kashf al-zuniin (Istanbul, 1943), col. 1597. 

2 See my Handlist of the Arabic Manuscripts, III 72, no. 3669. 
8 Brockelmann I 282, S. I 495-6. 



110 TWO RARE MANUSCRIPTS 

Owing to the numerous lacunae this is the only colophon preserved; 
but as the manuscript contains 364 fairly large folios, it seems reason- 
able to accept as correct Hajji Khalifa's statement that the whole 
work ran to six volumes. 

As for Hajji Khalifa's other assertion, explicitly second-hand — and 
it is very clear that he had never seen a copy of the text itself — 
that the author compiled his work out of forty books by previous 
writers, this is rendered credible by the author's list of sources 
given in his preliminary summary. 

^jwj^lljl 4jU^Ij ^ybliaJl jwJall *l\j JU£ ( >LyJI ijf^il Jp <i\jL^j ^LJI l_-»j 4> JlJ-l 

jj^JI l«:. Ji. Jf low!, c Jli^|l Jl~ j jyftl ^ r- ^Ji jbT <uju- U Jli.^1 

^ J ^ f /■ J*- 

The author then explains these symbols as follows :- 

1. ddd = (Abu c Abd al-Rahman or Abu >1- 'Abbas) al-Mufaddal (b. 
Muhammad b. Ya c la) al-Dabbi (d. ca. 170/786), author (amongst other 
works) of a surviving Kitdb al- Am thai. Brockelmann I 116, S. I 179. 

2. mah = (Abu Talib) al-Mufaddal b. Salama (b. 'Asirn al-Dabbi) 
(d. 308/920), author of al-Fakhir fi H-amthal (ed. C. A. Storey, Leiden 
1915). Brockelmann I 118, S. I 181. 

3. nab = (Abu Bakr Muhammad b. al-Qasim b. Muhammad) Ibn 
al-Anbari (271-328/885-940), author of al-Zabir fi ma'dni kalimat 
al-nds. Brockelmann I 119, S. I 182. 

4. zaj = Abu Zaid (Sa c id b. Aus b. Thabit) al-Ansari (d. 215/830), 
author of (amongst other works) al-Nawddir fi y l~lngha (Beirut 1894) 
Brockelmann I 104, S. I 162-3. 

5. c */» = Abu Sa'id (Ahmad b. Khalid) al-Darir (al-Baghdadi) 
(d. 282/895). See Yaqut, Mtfjam al-udabd" (ed. D. S. Margoliouth) 
1118-23. 

6. wdw = (Abu Faid) Mu'arrij (b. ( Amr) al-Sadusi (al-'Ijli) (d. ca. 
195/810). Brockelmann I 102, S. 1 160. 

7. nun — Ibn al-Harun. Not traced. 

8. da/ = Ibn Khallad. Not traced; hardly the same as Abu c Ali 
Muhammad b. Khallad al-Basri, for whom see Brockelmann, S. I 343. 
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9. ma* = (Abu Sa'id c Abd al-Malik b. Quraib) al-Asma<i (al- 
Bahili) (d. 216/831). Brockelmann I 104, S. I 163-5. 

10. mar = Abu 'Ubaida Ma'mar b. al-Muthanna (d. ca. 210/825). 
Brockelmann I 103-4, S. I 162. 

11. qdf= Abu <Ubaid al-Qasim b. Sallam (al-Harawi) (d. ca. 223/ 
837), author of (amongst other works) Kitab al-Amthdl. Brockelmann 
I 107, S. I 166-7. 

12. td y = presumably (Abu Ja c far Muhammad b. Jarir) al-Tabarl 
(d. 310/923). Brockelmann I 142-3, S. I 217-8. 

13. ha* = (Abu <Abd Allah) Hamza (b. al-Hasan) al-lsfahani 
(d. before 360/970), author of (amongst other works) Kitab al- 
Amthal. Brockelmann 1 145, S. I 221-2. 

14. tbff = Abu Ibrahim Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Farabi (d. 350/961), 
in Kitab al-Tathlith. Brockelmann I 127-8, S. I 195-6. 

15. mai — (Abu '1-Fadl Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Ibrahim) 
al-Maidani (d. 518/1124), author of Majma* al-amthdl. Brockelmann 
I 289, S. I 506-7. 

16. bo* = Abu Hilal (al-Hasan b. <Abd Allah b. Sahl b. Sa c id) 
al- c Askari (d. 395/1005). Brockelmann I 126-7, S. I 193-4. 

17. kdf '= Ibn Samaka al-Qummi. Not traced. 

18. jim = Abu Ahmad c Abd al-Samad al-Juwaini, in Kitab al-Taji. 
Not traced. 

19. shin = (Abu ^-Qasim Mahmud b. c Umar) al-Zamakhshari 
(467-538/1075-1144), author of al-Mustaqsd fi y l-amthal, amongst many 
other works. Brockelmann I 289-92, S. I 507-13. 

20. hum = presumably (Abu Shubrama c Abd Allah) b. Shubrama 
(b. Hassan al-Dabbi al-Kufi) al-Jurhumi (d. 144/761). See Ibn Hajar, 
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib V 250, Lisdn al-mi^dn VI 827. 

21. nad = Abu Muhammad (al-Hasan b. Ahmad) al-Ghundij ani 
al-A'rabi (flor. 430/1038), in al-Salla wa y I-saraqa. Brockelmann, S. 
1503. 

22. jau = Abu ^-Faraj c Abd al-Rahman b. c Ali b. al-Jauzi (d. 597/ 
1200). Brockelmann I 501-6, S. I 914^20. 

23. shd = (Muhammad) Ibn Habib (d. 245/860), in al-Muwashshd. 
Brockelmann I 106, S. I 165-6. 

24. ghib = Abu ^-Qasim (al-Husain b. Muhammad) al-Raghib 
(al-Isbahani) (d. 502/1108). Brockelmann I 289, S. I 505-6. 

25. haq = Abu Muhammad Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Mausili (d. 235/849). 
Brockelmann, S. I 223-4. 

26. jur = al-Husain b. Ahmad al-Jurjani. Not traced. 
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27. mim = majhul (anonymous). 

28. sbiya = on the hdshiya (margin) of an anonymous book. 

29. lam = from a book not dealing with proverbs. 

30. fa* = unconfirmed. 

Thzfihrist, containing the text of the proverbs, without commentary, 
arranged alphabetically and supplied with the 'source' symbols as 
given above, extends to folio 64 and is fragmentary. The last part 
preserved is what may well have been the final heading : dhikr al-aiydm 
fi 'I-Isldm mimmd dbakarah al-Maiddni wa-hiya tis^atun wa-khamsiin 
yauman} Folio 65# opens early in the work proper, with the first 
rubric bi-haithu. 2 The final proverb, on folio 364£, begins yd'kulu 
wastan? Between the two a large part of the book has been preserved, 
but with numerous lacunae. It is evident that this unhappy mutilation 
dates back considerably, since the folios are numbered consecutively 
in what appears a fairly old hand. 



Chester Beatty MS. 3493 is a very small manuscript of a mere six 
folios, only four of which contain the actual text, the remainder 
being filled with scholars' reading certificates. The copy is unique. 
It bears the somewhat elaborate title Man tuwttffiya *anhd yaujuhd 
fa-a%harat al-ghumum wa-bdhat bPl-maktum^ and as this implies, the 
pamphlet comprises a brief selection of stories of wives who, departing 
from the Stoic self-control expected of Arab women in their situation, 
actually uttered, and that in verse, their grief over their sudden 
bereavement. The compiler of this text was Abu c Abd Allah Ahmad 
b. Khalaf b. Muhammad b. al-Marzuban al-Muhauwali — so named 
after al-Muhauwal, a village two leagues from Baghdad — who was 
known as a purveyor of tales, witticisms and poetry, and died in 
310/922. 4 His more famous elder brother, Abu M- 'Abbas (Abu 
Bakr) Muhammad, predeceased him by one year. 6 

The present copy, which is in a good state of preservation and, as 
stated above, abounds in study notes, was finished on 11 Rabr 
II 634/12 December 1236, the scribe being named Ahmad b. <Abd 

1 In the Cairo 1379/1959 edition of al-Maidanl the total of the 'days' of Islam is 
93, not 57. 

2 No. 558 (vol. I 109) of the Cairo edition. 

3 This proverb does not occur in al-Maidani. 

4 al-Khatlb, Ta'rtkh Baghdad IV 135; al-Sam c anI 513*. 

5 Brockelmann I 125, S. I 189. 
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Allah b. Abi '1-Ghana'im al-Muslim b. Hammad b. Maisara al-Azdi. 
The isndd of this transcription, as set out on the title-page and in 
the exordium, can be tabulated as follows :- 

Ibn al-Marzuban (d. 310/922) 
Abu 'Umar Muhammad b. al- 'Abbas b. Muhammad b. Zakariya 5 

b. Hayawaih al-Khazzaz (295-382/908-92) * 
Abu "1- Hasan Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Wahid b. Muhammad b. Ja'far 

al-Hariri (369-428/980-1037) 2 

Abu '1-Husain al-Mubarak b. c Abd al-Jabbar b. Ahmad al-Sairafi 

(411-500/1020-1107) 3 

in Muharram 493/Nov.-Dec. 1099 

Abu '1-Fadl Muhammad b. Nasir b. Muhammad b. c Ali al-Salami 

(467-550/1075-1155) 4 

Abu n-Hasan c Ali b. Abi c Abd Allah (al-Husain) b. Abi '1-Hasan 

( c Ali) b. al-Muqaiyir al-Baghdadi (545-643/1150-1246) 5 

in the Mosque of Damascus 

11 Rabi < II 634/12 December 1236 

Ahmad b. "Abd Allah b. Abi "1-Ghana'im al-Muslim b. Hammad 

b. Maisara al-Azdl 

Independent testimony confirms that Ibn Hayawaih tramsmitted 
from Ibn al-Marzuban, 6 and that al-Hariri transmitted from Ibn 
Hayawaih. 7 

1. An account of the remarks made by the Prophet Muhammad on 
the bursting into tears of Hamna bint Jahsh when hearing of the 
death of her husband Mus c ab b. ^mair, 8 she not having wept over 
the death of her brother ^baid Allah b. Jahsh and her maternal 
uncle Hamza b. c Abd al-Muttalib. Ibn al-Marzuban received from c Abd 
al-Wahid b. Muhammad, 9 from Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad 
b. Aiyub, 10 from Ibrahim b. Sa c d (b. Ibrahim, Abu Ishaq al-Zuhri) 



1 T.B. Ill 121-2; Shadharat al-dhabab III 104. 

2 T.B. II 360-1. 

3 Shadh. Ill 412. 

4 Shadh. IV 155-6. 
6 Shadh. V 223. 

6 T.B. Ill 121. 

7 T.B. II 360. 

8 See Ibn Hisham (Cairo 1355/1936) III 104, where this anecdote is told in the 
same words, without isndd. 

9 Not identified. 
10 Not identified. 

Journal of Arabic Literature, I 8 
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(d. 184/800), 1 from Muhammad b. Ishaq (d. ca. 151/767), the source 
of Ibn Hisham's Sira* Though not explicitly stated, it would seem 
that Ibn al-Marzuban was quoting not from an oral tradition but 
from the written text of the Sira. 

2. Story that Umm al-Hasan, daughter of al-Hasan b. 'All, put on 
black on the slaying of her husband c Abd Allah b. al-Zubair (d. 73/ 
692). 3 Received from Khalid b. Khidash (d. 223/838 or 224/834),* 
from Hushaim (b. Bashir) (d. 183/799), 5 from Suhail b. Dhakwan 
(d. 138/755 or 140/757). 6 The link with Khalid b. Khidash is tenuous, 
presupposing that Ibn al-Marzuban died a centenarian, and was 
precocious. 

3. Verse spoken at the funeral of her husband al-Hasan b. al-Hasan 
(d. 97/716) 7 by his cousin Fatima bint al-Husain (d. HO/728), 8 cited 
on the authority of Abu '1-Yaqzan ('Uthman b. 'Umair al-Bijli 
al-A<ma) (d. between 120/738 and 130/748). 9 

4. Verses spoken by an anonymous woman of Qais. 

5. Verses spoken by an anonymous Bedouin woman. 

6. Verses spoken by Na'ila bint al-Furafisa, the widow of the 
caliph 'Uthman. 

7. Utterances by two sisters who were both widows, cited from 
al-Asma'I. 

8. The father of Khaula bint Manziir. 

9. The widow of al-Mughira b. Shu'ba at his funeral. 

10. <Atika bint Zaid b. ( Amr on her dead husband <Abd Allah 
b. Abi Bakr. 

11. Nu ( m the widow of Shammash b. 'Uthman. 

12. Safiya al-SaSiiya the widow of Muhammad b. 'Abd Allah 
b. Ma c mar. 

13. Su c da al-Kalbiya the cousin and widow of Wahb. 

14. Umm al-Haitham al-Kilabiya the widow of c Arib b. ( Uqba 
al-Basrl. 



1 r. B. VI 81-6. 

2 Brockelmann I 134, S. I 205-6. 

3 E. I. 2 I 55 with references. 

4 r. B. VIII 304-7; Sbadb. II 51. 

5 T. B. XIV 85-94; Sbadb. I 303. 

6 Sbadb. I 208. 

7 Ibn Hajar, Tahdhtb al-Tahdhib II 263. 

8 Sbadb. I 139. 

9 Tahdhib VII 145-6. (References to the remainder of the contents have been 
omitted. 1 ) 



TWO RARE MANUSCRIPTS 115 

15. Umm Shabib bint Qais b. al-Qasim al-Salmiya the widow of 
Haritha b. Badr al-Ghudani. 

16. The widow of the Prophet's amanuensis Hanzala al-Usaiyidi. 

17. The widow of Malik b. ( Amr al-Ghassani. 
The following reading notes have been inscribed :- 

1. Fol. U. Dated 28 Sha'ban 723/1 September 1323, in the hand of 
<Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Al-Muhibb al-Maqdisi (682-737/1283-1 336), 1 
the teacher being Umm Muhammad Sitt al-Fuqaha* bint Taqi al-Din 
Abi Ishaq Ibrahim b. <A1I b. Ahmad b. Fadl al-Wasitl (632-726/1235- 
1326). 2 

2. Fol. la. A short undated note in the hand of the son of the 
foregoing Ibn al-Muhibb, Muhammad b. c Abd Allah b. al-Muhibb 
(713-89/1313-87). 3 

3. Fol. 5b. A shortened copy, in the hand of Ibn al-Muhibb, of a 
note, dated 12 Muharram 506/9 July 1112, of a study with Shuhda 
bint Ahmad b. al-Faraj al-Aburi al-Katiba (d. 574/1178 at over 90). 4 

4. Fol. 5b. Copy of a note, dated Muharram 493/Nov.-Dec. 1099, 
signed by the above-named Ibn Nasir, recording his study with the 
above-named al-Sairafi; in the class was Abu Mansur Mauhub 
b. Ahmad b. al-Khadir al-Jawaliqi (460-539/1073-1144) the well- 
known grammarian and commentator. 6 The copy is in the hand of 
Ahmad b. Mahmud al-Jauhari al-Dimashqi (d. 643/1245). 6 

5. Fol. 5b. A lengthy note, dated 21 Rabi< II 634/22 December 1236 
and signed by Muhammad b. Yusuf b. Ahmad b. al-Bija'I, with a 
short addendum, recording a study with the above-named Ibn 
al-Muqaiyir. The 'copyist and owner' of the manuscript, Majd al-Din 
Abu 'l- c Abbas Ahmad b. <Abd Allah b. al-Muslim al-Azdl (see above), 
is named first of the list of students. 

6. Fol. 5b. A note dated 19 Shauwal 673/16 April 1275 and signed 
by Muhammad b. Muhammad b. 'Abbas b. Abi Bakr b. Ja'far b. 
al-Ansari, recording a study with Nasir al-Din Abu Nasr Muhammad 
b. 'Arabshah b. Abi Bakr al-Hamadhani (d. 677/1278). 7 



1 Ibn Hajar, al-Durar al-kamina II 244; Shadh. VI 114-5. 

2 D.K. II 127; Shadh. VI 71. Her father was a famous Hanbali scholar who died 
in 692/1293 at the age of 90, see Shadh. V 419-20. 

3 D. K. Ill 465; Shadh. VI 309 

4 Shadh. IV 248. 

6 Brock. I 280, S. I 492 and see Plate 1 of my Handlist. For a comparison of him 
with Ibn Nasir, see Shadh. IV 156. 

6 Shadh. V 218. 

7 Shadh. V 359-60. 
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7. Fol. 6a. A note dated 17 Rabr II 634/18 December 1236 and 
signed by Ahmad b. Abi '1-Fada'il b. Abi Muhammad b. Abi '1-Ma'ali 
b. al-Bahmisi (?), recording a study with Ibn al-Muqaiyir at Damascus. 

8. Fol. 6a. A note dated 21 Jumada II 671/13 January 1272 and 
signed by Isma'il b. Ibrahim b. Salim b. Barakat b. Sa'd al-Khabbaz 
(629-703/1 232-1 303), x recording a study with the above-named Ibn 
'Arabshah at Damascus. Ibn c Arabshah has countersigned the note. 
Amongst those present was Abu "Abd Allah Muhammad (667-756/ 
1269-1 355), 2 son of the signatory, he being then four years old, as 
stated in the certificate. 

A. J. Arberry 

1 D. K. I 362-3; Sbadb. VI 8. 

2 D.K. Ill 384-5; Sbadb. VI 181. 



